Imatinib mesylate: an attractive alternative in young children with large, surgically challenging dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans.
To document the clinical activity of imatinib mesyalte in a child with a dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP). An 18-month-old girl presented with a large extremity DFSP. As surgical resection would have caused unacceptable functional defects, imatinib mesylate was administered to induce tumor reduction and or stabilization. After 23 weeks of therapy, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the tumor showed a reduction in the subcutaneous thickness in the transverse plane. The drug was tolerated well without any adverse reactions. Imatinib mesylate offers a non-surgical alternative for the treatment of large DFSP in children.